CROSSING POINT

Around 15 artists from the Maghreb recently participated in Horizons Croisés,
a show which juxtaposed the work of the region’s Modern founders with that
of its Contermnporary pioneers. Rebecca Anne Proctor reports from Asilah in
Morocco on how these artists strive to Create a new artistic modernity.,

few month s have gone by since

the uprcar caused by the 10th
edition of the Tunisian art fair &intemps des Arts.
The curated exhibition ofworks by inde pendent
Tunisian artists prompted thousands of protest-
ers— lad by ultra-crthodox Salafist puslims - o
take to the streetsin the worst wave of viclence
since the 20117 revolts which custed President
Zing Al-&bdidine Ben &l The Islamist zealots
scorned and vandalised worksof art which they
deemed contrary to their religious faith.

The fall of some of the region's autocratic
dictators last year has given rise to new funda-
mentalist groups yearning o maintain order
and tradition in the face of social and cultural
change.Bven so, thedesire for artistic expression
has simultanecusly prompted the gaging of ex-

hibitions that seek 1o uncover the Maghreb's rich
art history, One such show was Horions Crokss.,
Curated by Brahim Aloui at the Centre Hassan
Ilin Adlah, a town situated on the northwest tip
of Morocoo, itwas the first show ever 1o take
place in Morooco that was made up of entirely
of Maghreb artists. As part of the 34dth adition
of the Asilah Internaticonal Culcual Festival, an
avent which presents a series of cultural mant
festations 1o celebrate the Maghreb's art scene,
Hovizons Croiss showcasad works by around
15 artists from Algeria, Tunisia and Morocc all
from different generations of the 20th century
and with the aim of offering a global wision of
Contempaorary art in the Magh ek,

"The idea was to integrate art into everyday
life," explains the tayor of Asilah, fohamed
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